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OUR DECLARATION 
 
  On behalf of almost 2,000 parents in the Parents Teachers Association 
of Pun U Association Wah Yan Primary School, we wish to express strong 
reservation and reject the consultation document on “Review of Medium of 
Instruction for Secondary Schools and Secondary School Places Allocation”  as 
proposed by Education Commission in February 2005. 
 
OUR VIEWS 
 
2. We consider that the Medium of Instruction proposals as contained in the 

consultation document (the Proposals) problematic and piecemeal, despite 
its far-reaching implications on the education system of Hong Kong.  As 
parents, we are concerned over the well-being of our next generation, but the 
Proposals fail to cater for our needs and expectations.  Much more, the 
Proposals will present a major backward move to the local human resource 
development at large, thus undermining the competitive edge of Hong Kong 
as an international city.  

 
3. The Proposals have at least nine major drawbacks which are prone to 

questions and criticism.  They are --  
 

a) Base on super ficial analysis and short timeframe of statistical data 
collection; 

b) Result in gradual eradication of English proficiency for our next 
generation; 
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c) Polarise English Medium of Instruction (EMI) and Chinese Medium of 

Instruction (CMI) schools in terms of student capability, causing 
unnecessary labeling of EMI  and CMI  schools;  

d) Proposals in conflict with other education policies, e.g. 
“Through-train”  initiatives in many schools; 

e) Arbitrar ily equate per formance in (English, Chinese and 
Mathematics) examinations as “ability”  of a student to “be able to learn 
effectively through English” ; 

f) Unfair  and confused mechanism: eligibility of P6 students to learn 
through English is determined by performance of their upper form in the 
same school; 

g) Has not addressed the issue that current EMI school places falls short in 
meeting the top 40% of students who are “able”  to learn effectively 
through English; 

h) Result in potential gender imbalance in EMI schools, owing to early 
streaming at P6 on the basis of examination performance; and 

i) Pose unhealthy exercise burden onto primary school students.    
 
4. A detailed deliberation of the above nine major weaknesses is at Annex A.  

All these have been presented to Mr Michael Tien, Chairman of the Working 
Group at our meeting with him on 23 April, and subsequently in writing.  
Up to now, these issues have still been left unattended.  

 
5. We have also undertaken desk-top review on the consultation documents 

and “research”  materials provided by EMB.  On the effectiveness of 
mother-tongue teaching, we consider that the conclusive remarks made by 
Working Group have been faulty and biased.  Our response to EMB’s 
analysis on effectiveness of mother-tongue teaching is at Annex B.  

 
OUR SURVEYS 
 
6. We are disappointed that the Working Group had not involved major 

stakeholders (including parents and teachers) in formulating the Proposals. 
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As a result, the Proposals fail to meet the aspiration of parents nor able to 
address the learning rights of our children.  This has been reflected by the 
overwhelming response from parents of our schools over the past two 
months.   

 
7. We have conducted two rounds of questionnaire surveys of outcomes at 

Annex C.  For the first survey (response rate is 87% amounting to 899 
Nos), about 85% on average of respondents rejected the proposed MOI 
mechanism, and over 80% of parents was losing confidence on the current 
education reforms launched by EMB (question 13).  Interesting, the 
survey also revealed a diversed message from parents as to what mother 
tongue has referred to (question 10).  Essentially, we find difficulty to 
follow why the Working Group has defined Cantonese as mother tongue in 
its consultation document.   

 
8. The response rate for the second survey is similar (87% amounting to 909 

Nos).  The views collected have even been more concrete and consistent.  
90% of parents dislike the reinforced labeling and discriminative approach 
towards EMI and CMI schools. 94% of parents requested Government to 
place more resource in primary schooling to promote the ªtwo 
language-three dialectsº environment. 88% wished the Government to 
ªcontrolº less, thereby giving more autonomy for schools to 
maintain/develop their  visions and strengths.  

 
LATEST DEVELOPMENT 
 
9. Since our meeting with Mr Michael Tien on 23 April, we have met Mrs 

Fanny Law, the Permanent Secretary for Education and Manpower and 
clarified misunderstanding that she might have on us.  We have made clear 
to her that our concerns have not been confined to whether ªThrough-trainº 
could be timely in place in Wah Yan, or how our own children would not be 
affected by new policies. As similar to parents of many schools, our 
concerns stem from promoting the learning environment of our next 
generation as well as the competitive edge of Hong Kong in the use of 
English and Mandarin.  This stance should be perceived clearly and 
correctly.                                                  …/4 
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10. We have also requested for a meeting with Dr Rosanna Wong, the 

Chairperson of Education Commission, given the Mr Tien’s statement that 
ªour concernsº were outside purview of his Working Group.  Due to the 
busy schedule of Dr Wong, we are awaiting a more positive response from 
her at the meeting currently scheduled on 4 July, unfortunately after the 
expiry of consultation period.    

 
OUR APPEALS 

 
11. To avoid another leap backward in education system, we urge the 

Government to defer any fur ther expansion of MOI  policy under 1998 
ªGuidanceº pending a professional, non-partisan and comprehensive 
assessment is conducted.  Statistically, at least another five-year window 
of data for local student performance should be collected and assessed in 
consultation with all major stakeholders before the review findings can be 
regarded conclusive and rational. 

 
12. In addition, we call for five concrete steps taken by the Government to 

improve learning environment for our children: 
 

a) Offer parents their  freedom to choose the medium of instruction that 
best suits their children.  More resources should be invested ear ly 
in pr imary schooling so as to promote the language learning 
capability well before P.6. 

 
b) Allow schools to decide on the medium of instruction that suits their 

students best, whilst encourage schools to be more ‘ transparent’  in 
students’ performance and school visions for parents to choose.  

 
c) Abolish all divisive language labels (EMI & CMI) on schools, which 

merely reinforce the discrimination against student capability in CMI 
schools. 
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d) Resolve policy conflicts between ªThrough-trainº schooling and 
MOI initiatives.  Due respect should be given to the strengths, 
traditions and visions of individual schools, thus providing wider 
choices for parents and students. 

 
e) Rectify the MOI policy by placing resources on training 

students to be genuinely biliterate and tr ilingual so as to 
sharpen the competitive edge of Hong Kong. 

 
13. We are awaiting your positive response to our appeals. 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED ON ORIGINAL 
 
 
(Mrs. May WOO) 
Chairperson 
Parents Teachers Association 
Pun U Association Wah Yan Primary School 
 
 
c.c. LegCo Panel on Education 
 Chairperson, Education Commission  
 Marymount Primary School PTA 
 La Salle Primary School PTA 
 St Francis Canossian Primary School PTA 
 Salesian English School (Primary) PTA 
 St Stephen's Girls' College PTA 
 Maryknoll Fathers School (Primary Section) PTA 
 Wah Yan College, Hong Kong PTA 
  
  
 
 


