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ANNEX A

Detailed Deliberation on Consultation Document for
“Review of Medium of Instruction (MOI) for Secondary Schools”

We parents do not accept the Working Group’s proposals, and neither do we

believe that their purported educational objectives will be achieved, because these rest

on 3 untenable working assumptions:

That despite the national language being Putonghua, mother tongue can arbitrarily
and without public’s consensus, be defined as Cantonese dialect.

That the “piecemeal” research cited is sound, sufficient, and conclusive enough
for the public to accept it at face value.

That in the process of policy making, parents as major stakeholders can be
excluded from involvement.

There are at least 9 serious defects found in the Review. These are yet to be

answered by the Working Group.

Evidence cited to support the propositions is limited, anecdotal and open to
different interpretation. We are yet to be convinced by research and studies
which are impartial, scientific and comprehensive. Without giving full reference
on the research cited, the materials and methods used, public is unable to judge
for itself the claims that “mother-tongue is the best” for Hong Kong, and
“mother-tongue is most effective”.

Gradual eradication of one of Hong Kong’s competitive advantages: English
proficiency of its human capital. Limiting exposure to the international language
sets a vicious cycle in motion.

Polarisation of English Medium of Instruction (EMI) schools and Chinese
Medium of Instruction (CMI) schools, and the stigma of incompetence associated
with CMI schools is further reinforced. The labeling of EMI and CMI is divisive,
unnecessary and irrelevant in bringing about positive and practical educational
outcomes.
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Apart from having a Damocles’ sword hanging over the EMI schools, schools and
teachers alike are under continual pressure to cope with the constant, substantial
and often contradictory and inconsistent educational policies and procedures at
the expense of teaching and facilitating learning.

Performance in (English, Chinese and Mathematics) examinations is arbitrarily
equated as “ability” of a student to “be able to learn effectively through English”.
The absurdity and confusion of the proposed mechanism: that the opportunity of a
certain group of P6 students to learn through EMI in their preferred school is
determined by how another group from the upper form in the same school
performs.

The Working Group’s proposals do not address the critical and realistic issues of
availability of resources needed (such as the number of current EMI schools falls
short in meeting the 40% of students with the “ability” “to learn effectively
through English”; the supply and training of qualified teachers, etc), should these
proposals be implemented.

Due to early streaming based on examination performance, the potential
imbalance between number of male and female students in EMI schools.
Unnecessary and unhealthy pressure and exercise burden onto primary school
students.

Our demands and perspectives are based on 4 fundamental propositions:

The availability of choice and the right to exercise it
e Parents and students deserve more choices and opportunities to embrace
diversity in talents, ability and aspirations to adapt to the needs of society and
the ever-changing challenges of the future. Diversity in our education system
should be enhanced, and parents and students should benefit from it through
their right to choose what best meets their needs.

e The Government must integrate into its overall education policy some
autonomy to schools to operate on the free market principle rather than forcing
them to conform to arbitrary directives. A school must deliver results in terms
of educational outcomes. Schools that perform will have a better prospect in
terms of student intake and the support from parents and the public.
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e The Education & Manpower Bureau (EMB)’s role is to support each and every
school to further develop its strengths, its uniqueness, and to upgrade its
understanding of global best practices in providing education. The EMB
should however not be responsible, and should never attempt, to homogenize
our schools into the same mode, chop and change education policies that lead to
instability, and use totally unsubstantiated research as a means to restrict the
development of schools, and hence the choice of parents.

2. The right to participate in policy making
e Parents are the major guardians and stakeholders of their children’s well-being.
They must be adequately consulted and their views given due recognition.
Parents must have the right and the access to the making and formulation of
education policy.

e We shared with you the idea of a PTA Jury System model currently in operation
in Chicago, US, whereby the acceptance of education policy proposals must
base upon the jurisdiction of the PTA jury, comprising elected parents
representatives, child and education specialists, teaching and school
management representatives, etc.

3. The right to school information

e Every child should be given an opportunity to attend a school most suitable to
his or her development from the parent's view. The EMB must set up a structure
to make information about secondary schools more transparent and readily
available to parents through, for example, support for the organization of open
days or seminars for prospective parents, production of school prospectus to
include information on school curriculum, respective MOI for each subject and
the public examination performance, school mission & principles,
teacher-student ratio, teachers’ profile, etc..

4. The right to learn
e We believe in providing high quality education to all who are willing or
motivated to learn.
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e We reject the notion that there is such thing as “an ability to be able to learn
effectively through English” (Para. 3.2(a) Review of MOI Consultation
Document), not to mention using this as an exclusion mechanism to deprive the
right and opportunity of any willing student to learn through his choice of
English as MOI.

e With children as young as 11 or 12 years old, examination result is one of the
weakest indicators of their potential to learn by being proficient in one language
or another.

e As a principle, majority of students have the ability to learn through EMI (CMI
or other languages by the same token), given the opportunity to learn, and
through a facilitative learning environment. The onus is on the school, and
indeed 1s what education is about, is to believe in and to draw out the potential,
and thence to inspire and to develop them responsibly and effectively.
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